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Abstract

This article provides an in-depth overview of Russian pronouns, covering their various forms
and functions. It explores five key types of pronouns: personal, possessive, indicative,
reflexive, and relative. The article examines how these pronouns change according to gender,
number, and case, and provides examples of their usage in sentences. By explaining the
different cases (nominative, accusative, genitive, dative, instrumental, and prepositional), the
article helps readers understand the structure and grammatical nuances of Russian pronouns.
This comprehensive guide is an essential resource for learners aiming to master Russian
grammar and sentence construction.
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Introduction

In Russian, pronouns are crucial components of sentence structure. Like nouns, pronouns
undergo changes based on gender, number, and case. Russian has several types of pronouns,
including personal, possessive, indicative, reflexive, and relative pronouns. Each type serves a
distinct function, and understanding their forms and uses is essential for mastering Russian
grammar.

1. Personal Pronouns
Personal pronouns in Russian represent specific individuals or groups, and they change
depending on the case, number, and gender of the subject or object.

Forms and Cases:

- Nominative (subject): s (I), T6I (you - informal singular), on/ona/ono (he/she/it), mbl (we), BbI
(you - formal singular/plural), ouu (they).

- Accusative (direct object): menst (me), Te0s (you - informal), ero/e€ (him/her), Hac (us), Bac
(you - formal/plural), ux (them).
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- Genitive (possessive or absence): mens (of me), Te6s (of you - informal), ero/e€ (of him/her),
Hac (of us), Bac (of you - formal/plural), ux (of them).

- Dative (indirect object): mue (to me), Tebe (to you - informal), emy/eit (to him/her), mHam (to
us), BaM (to you - formal/plural), um (to them).

- Instrumental (with or by): muoii (by me), To60ii (by you - informal), um/eit (by him/her),
Hamu (by us), Bamu (by you - formal/plural), umu (by them).

- Prepositional (location, talking about): 060 mue (about me), o Tebe (about you - informal), o
ném/uent (about him/her), o Hac (about us), o Bac (about you - formal/plural), o Hux (about
them).

Examples:

- S rosopro. (I speak.)

- On mens cipimuT. (He hears me.)

- Ona gymana o Hac. (She was thinking about us.)

2. Possessive Pronouns

Possessive pronouns in Russian indicate ownership or association and are closely related to
personal pronouns but show possession. They also change based on case, gender, and number.
Forms:

- Nominative: moii (my - masculine), Mos (my - feminine), mo€ (my - neuter), mou (my - plural),
TBOM (your - informal masculine), TBosi (your - informal feminine), TBoe (your - informal
neuter), TBou (your - informal plural), ero (his), e€ (her), Ham (our - masculine), nama (our -
feminine), Hamre (our - neuter), Hamu (our - plural), Bam (your - formal masculine), Bama (your
- formal feminine), Bamre (your - formal neuter), Bamu (your - formal plural).

- Accusative: mo#i (masculine), moro (feminine), moé€ (neuter), mou (plural), TBoi1 (masculine),
TBOIO (feminine), TBo€ (neuter), TBou (plural), ero (masculine/neuter), e€¢ (feminine), Hamr
(masculine), namry (feminine), Hame (neuter), Hamm (plural), Bam (masculine), Bamry
(feminine), Bamie (neuter), Bamu (plural).

Examples:

- Mos kuura Ha crose. (My book is on the table.)

- Ero mammna nosas. (His car is new.)

3. Indicative Pronouns

Indicative pronouns refer to objects, people, or concepts without specifying their identity and
often serve to point out or emphasize something.

Forms:

- Oror (this - masculine), 3ta (this - feminine), 3o (this - neuter), 3tu (these - plural).

- Tor (that - masculine), Ta (that - feminine), To (that - neuter), Te(those - plural).

Examples:

- Otot mom 6ombioi. (This house is big.)

- S Bunen tex moaein. (I saw those people.)
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4. Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns indicate that the subject of the verb is also its object. In Russian, the
reflexive pronoun is "ce6s" and is used in a variety of cases.
Forms:

- Nominative: Hert reflexive pronoun in nominative.

- Accusative: ce0s (myself, yourself, himself, etc.).

- Genitive: ce0s (of oneself).

- Dative: cebe (to oneself).

- Instrumental: co6oii (by oneself).

- Prepositional: o ce6e (about oneself).

Examples:

- 51 Buky cebs B 3epkaiie. (I see myself in the mirror.)

- On ropautcst coboit. (He is proud of himself.)

5. Relative Pronouns

Relative pronouns introduce relative clauses, which give additional information about a noun.
In Russian, the relative pronoun is kotopsrii (which, who).

Forms:

- Nominative: koropslii (masculine), koropas (feminine), kotopoe (neuter), koropsie (plural).
- Accusative: kotopblii (masculine), koropyto (feminine), kotropoe (neuter), kotopsie (plural).
- Genitive: kotoporo (masculine), koTopoii (feminine), koroporo (neuter), kotopsix (plural).

- Dative: kotopoMy (masculine), kotopoii (feminine), koropomy (neuter), kotopsiM (plural).

- Instrumental: xoTopsiM (masculine), kotopoii (feminine), koTopbIM (neuter), KOTOPHIMH

(plural).

- Prepositional: xotopom (masculine), xotopo#i (feminine), koTopom (neuter), KOTOPBIX
(plural).

Examples:

- Oto0 venoBek, kotopeiii MHE momoraet. (This is the person who helps me.)

- 51 3naro neByIKy, kotopas moér. (I know the girl who sings.)

Conclusion

Russian pronouns serve a variety of functions in sentences, from representing subjects and
objects to showing possession, reflexivity, or pointing out specific things. Their forms depend
on the case, gender, and number of the noun they are replacing or referring to. Mastery of
Russian pronouns is essential for building accurate and meaningful sentences in the language.
Understanding how personal, possessive, indicative, reflexive, and relative pronouns work will
help learners navigate Russian grammar with greater ease.
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